WA lowa Department of Natural Resources
AN www.iowadnr.com

] Editor: Mick Klemesrud, 515/281-8653
www.lowanaturestore.com mick.klemesrud@dnr.state.ia.us

Fhhhhhkhkhkkkhkhkhrrhhhhkhkhkhkhkhirrrrhirhrhkhhkhrrrrhhhrhkhhhirhrrrhirhdhkhhhhirrhdihhhhiiiiix

Dec. 27, 2005

1. 2005 Hunting, Fishing Licenses Expire on Jan. 10
2. Cold, Snowy Start to Winter Causes Concerns About Wildlife
3. State Preserves Board to Meet January 6 in Des Moines

2005 HUNTING, FISHING LICENSES EXPIRE ON JAN. 10

DES MOINES —Hunters and anglers are encouraged to purchase their 2006
licenses soon before their 2005 licenses expire. The 2005 lowa hunting and fishing
licenses expire on Jan. 10, 2006. Deer hunters who plan to hunt the January antlerless
season must purchase a 2006 small game license and pay the habitat fee, if normally
required.

Licenses are available at more than 1,000 locations and many DNR offices across
the state. Licenses are also available on-line at www.iowadnr.com.
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COLD, SNOWY START TO WINTER CAUSES CONCERNS ABOUT
WILDLIFE

Many lowans are calling the lowa Department of Natural Resources (DNR) with
concerns about the impact of the recent snowfall and extremely cold temperatures on
lowa's upland game population.

“Our research with wild hens shows we lose about 3 percent of our hen
population for each week of snow cover,” said Todd Bogenschutz upland wildlife
biologist for the lowa DNR. “With only a little over three weeks of measurable snow this
winter, it has not become a serious winter yet. But with three months of winter remaining



lowa could experience high bird mortality if snow conditions persist another 6 to 12
weeks and without any moderation in temperatures or loss of snow.”

In a normal winter, lowa receives an average of two feet of snow from Dec. 1
through March 31, and has seven weeks of snow cover. Preliminary information from the
National Climatic Data Center through Dec. 23, showed that lowa received about 10.5
inches of snow since Dec. 1, and temperatures averaged 5 to 10 degrees below normal.
The heaviest snowfall has been reported in northeastern portion of lowa with one to two
feet of snow.

The snow cover and colder temperatures has concentrated the birds and made
them highly visible. “Many folks are asking me if they should feed the birds, and my
advice is to not feed the birds, in most situations, because it concentrates the birds for
predators,” Bogenschutz said. “It also does not address the larger issue facing the birds
which is the lack of secure roosting cover.”

The DNR does not supply food for feeding wildlife, but if folks feel the need to
feed the birds themselves, the DNR offers these guidelines:

[ | Keep the food adjacent to good winter cover (cattails, switchgrass, or conifers)
and away from tall trees, scatter the food so as to keep the birds dispersed
throughout the habitat

u Do not put food on the road as it increases the risk of vehicle collisions.

[ | Once feeding begins it MUST continue through the remainder of the winter, as
the animals become dependant upon it rather than seeking out other food and
cover sources

[ | Perhaps the best advice, Bogenschutz said, is to contact the local DNR biologist
or Pheasants Forever chapter and plant a food plot or other winter habitat for the
birds for next year. “A little advanced planning is the best defense the birds have
against Mother Nature come next winter,” he said.

i

STATE PRESERVES BOARD TO MEET JANUARY 6 IN DES
MOINES

DES MOINES - The State Preserves Advisory Board will meet at 10 a.m. Jan. 6,
in the fourth floor conference room, Wallace State Office Bldg., in Des Moines The
meeting is open to the public.

Members of the State Preserves Advisory Board are Neil Bernstein, Robin
Fortney, Laura Jackson, Scott Moats, Armando Rosales, Cynthia Peterson and Liz
Christiansen, deputy director of the DNR



A more detailed agenda is available on the lowa DNR’s website
www.iowadnr.com under State Parks / Preserves, then click on Preserves Advisory Board
link.

The following is the meeting agenda.
Approve Agenda
Approve Minutes of July 2005 Meeting
Request for Proposals for Fiscal Year 2007
Two New Preserves Dedicated
Proposed Preserves
e Garrison Rock (Wapello County)
e Perkins Prairie (Greene County)
e Presentation on a Microfossil site near Decorah
e Open Discussion
e Schedule and Meeting Locations for 2006
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